Marcy L. Brown

Description of Assignment
For this assignment for UCSP611, Introduction to Graduate Library Research, each student is asked to do the following after reading through the first few content modules:

1. Come up with a research question that meets all criteria for a valid research question as described in the module.

2. Approach his or her instructor in the concurrent introductory course (if applicable) to verify that the research question will satisfy the requirements for the research assignment in that course.

3. Develop a list of keywords and synonyms for the research question in #1.

4. Arrange those keywords and synonyms in a valid database search strategy.

5. Select at least three library databases likely to contain information to answer the research question.

My rubric for this assignment begins on the next page. A student must receive at least 70 points – the total points scored in the “Good” column – to pass the assignment. 
	Category


	Performance
	Criteria: Excellent
	Criteria: Good
	Criteria: Needs Work
	Criteria: Unsatisfactory

	Research Question
25 points
	Research question is specific and narrow enough for research
	8 points
Question narrows beyond a general topic to a question that asks for a measurable answer
	6 points
Question has been narrowed, but may require additional focus (specific industry; population; country; etc.)
	4 points
Question asks about a broad field of inquiry rather than for specific information in that field
	2 points
Student has provided a topic, rather than a research question

	
	Question is not a yes-or-no question
	4 points

Question is not a yes-or-no question
	
	
	0 points

Question is a yes-or-no question

	
	Question is relevant to the student’s introductory course in his field of study(if applicable)
	5 points

Question is clearly relevant, and has been approved by other instructor (if applicable)
	4 points

Question relates to the course or discipline, but student has not sought approval as requested
	3 points
Question is only loosely related to the student’s discipline or course
	2 points

Student did not tie the question to his or her field or another course

	
	Question can be answered with existing sources
	8 points

Student did preliminary search to verify research on topic exists
	6 points
Question appears to be answerable, but student did not do a preliminary search to verify that research on topic exists
	4 points
Question deals with an issue that is new or emerging and is unlikely to have existing research evidence
	2 points

Student made no attempt to ask an answerable question or to verify research on the topic exists

	Keywords
25 points
	Student represents each component of research question with corresponding keywords
	15 points

All vital components are represented by keywords, with no extraneous or irrelevant keywords
	10 points

All vital components are represented by keywords, but extraneous or irrelevant keywords are also given
	5 points

A major component of the research question has no associated keywords, or some keywords selected do not seem to match the research question
	2 points

No attempt was made to provide keywords, or keywords do not match any of the research question

	
	Each keyword or phrase has at least one synonym or alternative terminology
	10 points

Each keyword or phrase has at least one synonym provided
	8 points

Synonyms were provided for most of the keywords
	4 points

One or two synonyms were provided, but do not adequately represent original keywords
	0 points

No synonyms were provided for keywords


	Search strategy

25 points
	Keywords for each component of the question are represented in the search strategy
	8 points
All components of the question are represented by keywords and/or synonyms in the search strategy
	6 points
Most of the concepts of the research question are represented by keywords and/or synonyms in the search strategy
	4 points
Only one of the original research question concepts is represented in the search strategy
	2 points
The search strategy does not represent the concepts of the original research question

	
	Same keywords defined above are used in the strategy
	8 points
The strategy uses the same keywords defined above
	6 points

The strategy uses most of the keywords defined above, but also uses one or more new keywords or phrases
	4 points

The strategy only uses one keyword defined above, with new terms or phrases substituted for the other concepts
	2 points

The strategy uses completely different keywords than those defined above

	
	Boolean operators are used correctly
	8 points

Boolean operators are used, and used correctly
	6 points

Boolean operators are used, but at least one is used incorrectly
	4 points

Boolean operators are used in the strategy, but are all used incorrectly
	0 points

No Boolean operators are used in the search strategy

	
	A sophisticated strategy is used that contains proximity operators, nested Boolean, etc.
	1 point

Student made an extra effort to use advanced search techniques like nested Boolean, proximity operators, etc.
	
	
	

	Database Selection

25 points
	At least three databases are selected
	5 points

At least three databases selected
	
	3 points

One or two databases were selected
	0 points

No databases were selected

	
	Selected databases contain information likely to answer student’s research question
	10 points
Scope of all databases selected matched the research question
	8 points
Scope of two of the databases matched the research question
	4 points
Scope of one of the databases matched the research question
	0 points
None of the databases are relevant to the research question

	
	Databases selected were scholarly databases available at the UMUC library
	10 points

All three databases were UMUC library databases
	8 points

One of the databases was a database from the free Web
	4 points

Only one database selected was a UMUC library database
	0 points

No library databases were selected


